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Course Description:

[bookmark: _Hlk110177460][bookmark: _Hlk110196630]This course develops theological expressions of the Unification message in the context of Christian theology, on topics such as the meaning of theology, the interpretation of the Bible, faith and reason, God’s nature, the Trinity, creation, God’s suffering, the human fall, theodicy, the person of Jesus, the mission of Jesus, providential history, life after death and eschatology. From the perspective of the Unification message, the course addresses those Christian theological issues and problems which may not have been completely addressed yet. It thus enhances the ability to explain the Unification message in dialogue with Christian theologians, clergy and lay people. At the same time, it shows that Unification theology often benefits from Christian theology for its self-clarification and self-understanding. 3 credits.

Learning Outcomes:  Upon the completion of the course, the student will be able to:

1. Know the meaning of theology in general and of Unification theology in particular as a finite yet important enterprise which could reach universality though faith, humility and love.
2. Illustrate how the Unification message can be expressed in Christian context on various theological topics. 
3. Demonstrate how Unification theology can address difficult Christian theological issues and problems which may not have been completely addressed yet.
4. Develop the ability and skill to explain the Unification message in dialogue with theologically trained Christian theologians, clergy and lay people.
5. Explain how Unification theology can also benefit from Christian theology for its own self-clarification and self-understanding.

Session Topics and Readings:

1. What Is Unification Theology?
Read: Richardson, “A Lecture to Students at the Unification Theological Seminary in
	Barrytown, New York” (pp. 290-317)
                           
2. Rev. Moon’s Approach to the Bible  
Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 1: “Approaching the Bible” (pp. 13-34)
                             
3. Faith and Reason
Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 2: “Faith and Reason” (pp. 35-49)

4. Two Aspects of Love in God’s Heart
 Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 3: “God’s Heart: Two Aspects of Love” (pp. 51-63) 

5. God’s Dual Characteristics and the World 
Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 4: “God and the World” (pp. 65-102)

6. The Trinity 
Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 5: “The Trinity” (pp. 103-29)

7. God’s Act of Creation
 Read: Lee, “Heart” (pp. 23-25), “What Is Creativity?” (pp. 33-34), “Outer Developmental Four Position Foundation” (pp. 72-84)
	Read: Erickson, “God’s Originating Work: Creation” (pp. 133-43)

8. The Suffering of God
 Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 6: “The Suffering of God” (pp. 131-69)

9. The Human Fall
Read:	 Shimmyo, Chap. 7: “The Fall” (pp. 171-227)	  

10. The Problem of Evil: Theodicy
		Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 8: “The Problem of Evil” (pp. 229-66)

11. Who Is Jesus?
		Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 9: “Christology” (pp. 267-93) 

12. The Mission of Jesus
		Read:	 Shimmyo, Chap. 10: “The Atonement” (pp. 295-323)
		         
13. Providential History of the Last 400 Years and Beyond 
 Read: Shimmyo, Chap. 11: “Providential History of Modern Thought” (pp. 325-80)
	
14. Life after Death
[bookmark: _Hlk168404572] Read: Shimmyo, first half of Chap. 12: “Eschatology” (pp. 381-91)

15. Final Consummation of the World
[bookmark: _Hlk168330875]Read: Shimmyo, second half of Chap. 12: “Eschatology” (pp. 391-409)

Requirements:
								 			
1. Watch the weekly “video lecture” on Monday or as soon as possible during the week.
2. Read the weekly required reading(s).
3. Submit the “Weekly Assignment” by Sunday night.
4. Participate in the weekly “Discussion Forum” by Sunday night.
5. Write a term paper (10 to 12 pages typed, double-spaced) on a particular Unification theological topic, developing your theological expression using some of the Christian theological terminology as a Unificationist, so that you may be able to more effectively convey the Unification message on that topic to Christian audiences, and/or even be able to address any difficult theological issue or problem surrounding that topic that may not have been completely addressed yet in the Christian tradition. (If you are not a Unificationist, you may choose to write a term paper developing your own effective way of conveying your faith tradition on a particular topic to Unification audiences, using some of the Unification terminology.) Due by the end of the semester.

Evaluation: The student will be graded on the basis of:

1. “Weekly Assignment” (3.4 x 15 = 51%)
2. Weekly “Discussion Forum” (27%)
3. Term paper (22%)

Grading Rubric:

In calculating the final grade for the course, letter grades for assignments are converted into the following numerical equivalents, and the total is then converted back to a letter grade:

A        94                 A-        89                 B+      85		
B        79                 B-        75                 C+      70
C        65                 C-        60                 D+      55
D        51                 D-        49                 F          0

This scale severely penalizes Fs. Therefore it is better to hand in an incompletely done assignment than not to hand anything in at all.

In computing the cumulative grade point average (G.P.A.), the following quality point scale is used:

A 4.00 		A- 3.67 		B+ 3.33 
B 3.00 		B- 2.67	 	C+ 2.33 
C 2.00 		C- 1.67 		D+ 1.33 
D 1.00 		D- 0.67 		F    0.00

Incompletes are given only when there are compelling medical or personal reasons. See the UTS catalog for a detailed grading policy.

Outcomes Assessment Rubric:

	Outcomes
	1: Beginning
	2: Developing
	3: Mastered
	4: Exceptional
	SCORE

	Know the meaning of theology in general and of Unification theology in particular 
	Know the meaning of theology and of Unification theology basically
	Know the meaning of theology and of Unification theology to a considerable degree
	Know the meaning of theology and of Unification theology in a very deep way  
	Know the meaning of theology and of Unification theology to such a degree that the divine is felt even in finite theological expressions 
	

	Illustrate how the Unification message can be expressed in Christian context on various theological topics
	Illustrate how the Unification message can be expressed in Christian context on some key theological topics 
	Illustrate how the Unification message can be expressed in Christian context on most key theological topics
	Illustrate how the Unification message can be expressed in Christian context on all key theological topics 

	Illustrate how the Unification message can be expressed in Christian context on all key theological topics, being aware of the universal even beyond any barrier 
	

	Demonstrate how Unification theology can address difficult Christian theological issues and problems 
	Demonstrate how Unification theology can address some difficult Christian theological issues and problems 
	Demonstrate how Unification theology can address many difficult Christian theological issues and problems
	Demonstrate how Unification theology can address all　difficult Christian theological issues and problems
	Demonstrate how Unification theology can address all difficult Christian theological issues and problems, feeling mutual respect and love
	

	Develop the ability and skill to explain the Unification message in dialogue with Christian theologians, clergy and lay people 
	Develop a basic ability and skill to explain the Unification message in dialogue with Christians 
	Develop an enhanced ability and skill to explain the Unification message in dialogue with Christians
	Acquire a great ability and skill to explain the Unification message in dialogue with Christians 
	Acquire an exceeding ability and skill to explain the Unification message in dialogue with Christians
	

	Explain how Unification theology can also benefit from Christian theology for its self-clarification and self- understanding
	Explain basically well how Unification theology can also benefit from Christian theology for its self- clarification and self-understanding
	Explain considerably well how Unification theology can also benefit from Christian theology for its self- clarification and self-understanding
	Explain very well how Unification theology can also benefit from Christian theology for its self- clarification and self-understanding
	Explain exceedingly well how Unification theology can also benefit from Christian theology for its self- clarification and self-understanding
	



Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Policy:

Each student's work is expected to be a product of his or her own effort. Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a student passes off someone else's work as their own.  Plagiarism in its most severe form occurs when a student purchases a paper from a third party or submits an entire body of work written by a third party, as the student’s own. These most serious cases can be reported to the Office of the Provost for disciplinary action. Possible actions include probation, suspension, or dismissal/separation from HJI.

Cutting and pasting material from various websites without citing the source of said material also constitutes plagiarism, as is a failure to cite sources in a paper, conveying the impression, intentionally or not, that another writer’s work is the student’s own. In these cases of plagiarism, the instructor may give the student an “F” for the offending assignment, require that the student repeat the assignment, or if the plagiarism continues, give the student an “F” for the course.  A pattern of such behavior may be reported to the Office of the Provost. It can lead to serious consequences as listed above.

Use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT in assignments is permitted only with prior permission of the instructor. If the instructor permits students to use AI for research, students should know that it may give false results and its facts need to be checked and verified. Any passages generated by AI must be given proper citation, just as for citing other authors’ works. In addition, students must append a paragraph at the end of their work explaining how and why they used ChatGPT, which includes what prompts were used and what measures were taken to verify its accuracy. Students may not use AI to produce the content for an assignment. If an AI tool is used without obtaining prior permission and/or without providing the required citation or explanation, it will be treated as plagiarism.

Faculty reserve the right to use plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin, to find instances of AI-generated writing, as well as plagiarism from other sources, in student assignments.

Netiquette Statement:

When posting online, you need to follow the same ethical standards and laws as you would in face-to-face communications. Your language should be respectful of faculty members and fellow students. Do not post private or confidential information about anyone, and do not provide personal information that could put yourself at risk. The Seminary’s LMS has robust security measures to protect communication between teacher and student. Yet please be aware that anything that you post in discussions and groups in which other students participate can be retrieved by others and copied.

Do not download and share course materials without permission of the instructor, as this may violate copyright. UTS reserves the right to delete postings on UTS maintained sites that are considered insensitive, harassing or illegal. Language that is illegal, obscene, defamatory, threatening, infringing of intellectual property rights, invasive of privacy, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing abusive, hateful or embarrassing to any person or entity, or otherwise, is a violation of the Student Code.

Textbook: Required to be purchased.

Shimmyo, Theodore. An Exploration of Unification Theology and the Christian Tradition. New York: HJI Press, 2025. Available on Amazon. Paperback $30.00 or Kindle $8.00.

Required Texts: Don’t have to be purchased, as they are available as files on Canvas.
 
Erickson, Millard J. “God’s Originating Work: Creation.” In his Introducing Christian Doctrine. 	Third ed., pp. 133-43. Edited by L. Arnold Hustad. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 	2015).

Lee, Sang Hun. New Essentials of Unification Thought: The Head-Wing Thought. Tokyo: Unification	Thought Institute, 2006. See “Heart” (pp. 23-25), “What Is Creativity” (pp. 33-34), and “Outer Developmental Four Position Foundation” (pp. 72-84). 
	
Richardson, Herbert W. “A Lecture to Students at the Unification Theological Seminary.” In A Time for Consideration: A Scholarly Appraisal of the Unification Church, pp. 290-317. Edited by M. Darrol Bryant and Herbert W. Richardson. New York: Edwin Mellen Press, 1978.
	
Books Related to Unification Theology:

Bryant, Darrol, ed. Proceedings of the Virgin Islands’ Seminar on Unification Theology. New York: Rose of Sharon Press, 1980.

__________, and Foster, Durwood, eds. Hermeneutics and Unification Theology. New York: Rose	of Sharon Press, 1980.

__________, and Hodges, Susan, eds. Exploring Unification Theology. New York: Rose of Sharon Press, 1978.

__________, and Richardson, Herbert W., eds. A Time for Consideration: A Scholarly Appraisal of the Unification Church. New York: Edwin Mellen Press, 1978.
	
Ferm, Dean William, ed. Restoring the Kingdom. New York: Paragon House, 1984.

Flinn, Frank K., ed. Hermeneutics and Horizons: The Shape of the Future. New York: Rose of 	Sharon Press, 1982.

Foster, Durwood, and Mojzes, Paul, eds. Society and Original Sin: Ecumenical Essays on the 	Impact of the Fall. New York: Paragon House, 1985.

Guerra, Anthony J., ed. Unification Theology in Comparative Perspectives. Barrytown, N.Y.:	Unification Theological Seminary, 1988.

HSA-UWC. Exposition of the Divine Principle. New York: HSA-UWC, 1996.

__________. Divine Principle. New York: HSA-UWC, 1977.

Kim, Young Oon. Unification Theology. Revised ed. New York: HSA-UWC, 1987.

__________. Unification Theology and Christian Thought. New York: Golden Gate Publishing	Co., 1975.

Lee, Sang Hun. New Essentials of Unification Thought: The Head-Wing Thought. Tokyo:
	Unification Thought Institute, 2006.

Matczak, Sebastian A. Unificationism: A New Philosophy and Worldview. Jamaica, N.Y.: Learned Publications, 1982.

Quebedeaux, Richard, and Sawatsky, Rodney, eds. Evangelical-Unification Dialogue. New York: Rose	of Sharon Press, 1979.

Richardson, Herbert, ed. Ten Theologians Respond to the Unification Church. New York: Rose of Sharon Press, 1981. 

Shimmyo, Theodore T., and Carlson, David A., eds. Explorations in Unificationism. New York:	HSA-UWC, 1997.

Thompson, Henry O., ed. Unity In Diversity: Essays in Religion by Members of the Faculty of the Unification Theological Seminary. New York: Rose of Sharon Press, 1984.

Tsirpanlis, Constantine N., ed. Orthodox-Unification Dialogue. New York: Rose of Sharon Press,
	1981.

Unification Thought Institute, ed. The Establishment of a New culture and Unification Thought:
	Proceedings of the Seventh International Symposium on Unification Thought. Tokyo:
	Unification Thought Institute, 1991.

Wilson, Andrew, ed. Journal of Unification Studies. Vols. 1-24.
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