HJ International Graduate School for Peace and Public Leadership
PST 5133: Human Rights, Law and Government
      Summer 2026: July 1 – August 21, 2026
             Syllabus 
Dr. Thomas G. Walsh 		
Email: t.walsh@hji.edu 
[Note: This syllabus is a guide for the course. The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus in order to enhance the overall learning experience.]
Course Description:  This course will examine the role of religion and theories of natural law in the development of the modern state, the rule of law, constitutions, international law and human rights. The origin and extent of rights of the accused and religious freedom rights will be explored with reference to representative constitutions and provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, together with significant case law on those topics. The overall framework of domestic (national) law and international law will be considered, with special consideration of international criminal law and international human rights law. Freedom of religion and freedom of expression will be discussed, with special attention to the case of US v. Moon and recent proceedings in Japan and Korea against the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification.  
Course Learning Outcomes:
Through participation in the course, students will able to:

1. Describe the role of human rights in representative constitutional systems and the international legal system
2. Describe the philosophical basis of constitutionalism and rule of law
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the role and operation of domestic and international law
4. Discuss specific problem areas related to the relationship between religion and the state










COURSE RUBRIC

	Course Outcomes
	Novice
	Progressing
	Mastery
	Exceptional
	Assessment Methods

	Describe the role of human rights in representative constitutional systems and the international legal system
	Describe the most fundamental rights and how they are expressed in relevant constitutional and international law documents
	Demonstrate a good awareness of how understandings of rights affect legal systems
	Demonstrate an advanced awareness of how understandings of rights affect legal systems
	Compare rights protections in different national and international systems – such as Islamic, western, etc.
	Module quizzes; Final Exam; Research Paper

	Describe the natural law philosophical basis of constitutionalism
	Describe the concept of natural law and how it affects government structure and the recognition of rights
	Describe how natural law principles can serve as the basis of a worldview that can guide policy
	Discuss the bases of an alternative worldview and compare with the natural rights prospective
	Discuss and critique knowledgeably alternative bases of rights
	Module quizzes; Final Exam; Research Paper

	Demonstrate an understanding of the role and operation of domestic and international law
	Explain the distinction between domestic and international law and some of their interrelationships
	Show an awareness of issues that arise in the conflict of domestic and international law
	Demonstrate a thorough understanding of how domestic and international law function together 
	Demonstrate an advanced understanding of the interrelationship of domestic and international law
	Module quizzes; Final Exam; Research Paper

	Discuss specific problem areas regarding the interrelation of religion and the state – such as free exercise of religion, public health, and rehabilitation
	Identify problem areas regarding the interrelation of religion and state
	Identify issues arising in problem areas of the interrelation of church and state
	Demonstrate a thorough understanding of church and state issues in one problem area
	Demonstrate a thorough understanding of church and state issues in more than one problem area
	Module quizzes; Final Exam; Research Paper




REQUIREMENTS
1. Carefully study instructor’s recorded lecture or other videos each week.
1. Carefully study assigned readings each week.
1. Complete a weekly written assignments as indicated in modules on Canvas
1. Participate in two zoom meetings with the instructor during the course to review progress and prepare for the final term paper.
1. Submit a Final Term Paper
This is an asynchronous class. Students are expected to study the instructor’s recorded lecture each week; carefully read the weekly reading assignments; complete weekly written assignments or short essays as assigned. Late submissions of assignments will result in a loss of grading points. Grades for the course will not be changed nor incompletes granted unless there are personal circumstances which made completion of course requirements impossible.  Please note the following:
· Basic communications between the instructor and the students will take place on the Canvas platform. All students are expected to log in to Canvas regularly to receive updates on reading assignments, the professor’s lectures, and other assignments. Any changes in the schedule or syllabus will also be announced through canvas.
· Students must practice proper netiquette in all course-related communications.
· Students must have access to the Internet, a (real) computer, and Microsoft Word (free for students). iPads and similar devices allow you to perform many, but not all, of the required activities. Students must have the proper hardware/software (video camera, microphone, etc.) to participate in synchronous learning sessions and to record presentations.
· Late assignments will result in a lower grade.
 
GRADING
1. Five Written Assignments 25% (5 x 5 points = 25% of final grade)
1. Two Short Essays 30% (2 x 15 points = 30% of final grade)
1. Two Zoom Meetings with Instructor 10% (2 x 5 points = 10% of final grade)
1. Final Term Paper (35% of final grade]

Final Grades are recorded by letter, and are understood as follows:
A Excellent
B Good
C Acceptable
D Acceptable, but below expectations
F Failure

Grading Rubric:
In calculating the final letter grade for the course, numerical grades for assignments are
converted into the following letter grades:
Letter              Minimum Points
A                     93.00
A-                    90.00
B+                   87.00
B                     83.00
B-                    80.00
C+                   77.00
C                     73.00
C-                    70.00
D                     60.00
F                      50.00             
This scale severely penalizes Fs. Therefore, it is better to hand in a poorly done assignment than not to hand one in at all.
In computing the cumulative grade point average (G.P.A.) the following quality point scale is used:
	A 4.00
	A- 3.67  
	B+ 3.33

	B 3.00
	B- 2.67
	C+ 2.33

	C 2.00
	C- 1.67
	D+ 1.33

	D 1.00
	D- 0.67
	F 0.00



Incompletes are given only when there are compelling medical or personal reasons.
*See HJI catalog for a detailed grading policy.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Each student’s work is expected to be a product of his or her own effort. Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a student passes off someone else’s work as their own. Plagiarism in its most severe form occurs when a student purchases a paper from a third party or submits an entire body of work written by a third party, as the student’s own. The most serious cases can be reported to the Office of the Provost for disciplinary action. Possible actions include probation, suspension, or dismissal/separation from HJI.
Cutting and pasting material from various websites without citing the source of said material also constitutes plagiarism, as is a failure to cite sources in a paper, conveying the impression, intentionally or not, that another writer’s work is the student’s own. In these cases of plagiarism, the instructor may give the student an “F” for the offending assignment, require that the student repeat the assignment, or if the plagiarism continues, give the student an “F” for the course. A pattern of such behavior may be reported to the Office of the Provost. It can lead to serious consequences as listed above.
Use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT in assignments is permitted only with prior permission of the instructor. If the instructor permits students to use AI for research, students should know that it may give false results and its facts need to be checked and verified. Any passages generated by AI must be given proper citation, just as for citing other authors’ works. In addition, students must append a paragraph at the end of their work explaining how and why they used ChatGPT, which includes what prompts were used and what measures were taken to verify its accuracy. Students may not use AI to produce the content for an assignment. If an AI tool is used without obtaining prior permission and/or without providing the required citation or explanation, it will be treated as plagiarism.
Faculty reserve the right to use plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin, to find instances of AI-generated writing, as well as plagiarism from other sources, in student assignments.

NETIQUETTE
When posting online or by email, you need to follow the same ethical standards and laws as you would in face-to-face communications. Your language should be respectful of faculty members and fellow students. Do not post private or confidential information about anyone, and do not provide personal information that could put yourself at risk. HJI’s LMS has robust security measures to protect communication between teacher and student. Yet please be aware that anything that you post in discussions and groups in which other students participate can be retrieved by others and copied.
Do not download and share course materials without permission of the instructor, as this may violate copyright. HJI reserves the right to delete postings on HJI maintained sites that are considered insensitive, harassing or illegal. Language that is illegal, obscene, defamatory, threatening, infringing of intellectual property rights, invasive of privacy, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing abusive, hateful or embarrassing to any person or entity, or otherwise, is a violation of the Student Code
REQUIRED TEXTS: While there is no required textbook that must be purchased, the following articles, documents, etc., will be required reading.  All required reading will either be made available to the students or will be accessible on line.  These include [partial listing]: 
· The Peace of Westphalia by Leo Gross
· Universal Declaration of Human Rights
· Declaration of Independence (USA)
· Constitution of the USA
· Swiss Constitution
· Constitution of the Republic of China
· Constitution of Japan
· Covenant of the League of Nations
· Atlantic Charter
· Joint Statement of W. Churchill, F. D Roosevelt, and J. Stalin at Yalta
· F.D. Roosevelt’s report to Congress on Yalta
· H. Truman San Francisco Address 1945
· UN Charter
· Nuremberg Charter
· Religious Freedom Restoration Act

COURSE SCHEDULE and ASSIGNMENTS [subject to adjustments]
Module 1        	July 1-5     Introduction to Human Rights, Law and Government; Review of Founding Documents of the USA in Honor of its 250th Anniversary 
Assignments:
· Study the Syllabus Carefully
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture
· Reading: US Declaration of Independence and Constitution
· Written Assignment: Submit a 300-word Self-Introduction on Canvas; and a 500-word summary of major points conveyed in the instructor’s lecture and the assigned readings.
Module 2        	July 6-12   The Nation State and the Multilateral System of Sovereign States  
	Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture
· Reading: Francis Fukuyama, The Origins of Political Order
· Written Assignment: Submit a 500-word summary of major points conveyed in the instructor’s lecture and the assigned readings.
			
Module 3        	July 13-19    Natural Law Theory and the Meaning of the Rule of Law in the Nation State System
			Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture  
· Reading Assignment: Please review the World Justice Project Website: https://worldjusticeproject.org/about-us/overview/what-rule-law
· Written Assignment: Submit a 500-word summary of major points conveyed in the instructor’s lecture and the assigned readings.
· Submit an abstract or your final term paper topic. 

Module 4		July 20-26    Comparison of Selected Constitutions
Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture 
· Reading Assignments: Study two constitutions from any two UN member states 
· Written Assignment: Submit a 500-word summary of major points conveyed in the instructor’s lecture and the assigned readings.

Module 5     July 27-August 2      The United Nations
Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture
· Reading Assignments:
· The UN: History and Core Ideas by Laurence Peters (Available on Proquest}
· Covenant of the League of Nations 
· Atlantic Charter
· Joint Statement of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin at Yalta
· Roosevelt Report to Congress on Yalta
· Truman’s San Francisco Address, 1945
· UN Charter
· Written Assignment:  Submit a 750-word short essay on a topic of your choice related to the United Nations. Use at least 3 sources with proper citations and bibliography. 
Module 6    August 3-9     Human Rights and International Law
			Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture
· Reading Assignment: The Nuremberg Charter
· Written Assignment: Write a 500-word summary and analysis of the major points conveyed in the assigned readings.  
· Reading Assignment: Religious Freedom Restoration Act
· Written Assignment: Submit a 750-word short essay on a topic of your choice related to Religious Freedom. Use at least 3 sources with proper citations and bibliography. 

Module 7     August 10-16    Criminal Law and International Law
Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture
· Reading Assignment: TBD
· Written Assignment: Write a 500-word summary and analysis of the major points conveyed in the assigned readings.  

Module 8     August 17-21    Threats to Religious Freedom: Case Studies	
Assignments:
· Study instructor’s recorded lecture
· Reading Assignment: Religious Freedom Restoration Act; Selected articles from Threats to Religious Freedom, Edited by Massimo Introvigne and Thomas Walsh, HJI Press
· Written Assignment: Submit a 750-word short essay on a topic of your choice related to Religious Freedom. Use at least 3 sources with proper citations and bibliography. 
· Reading Assignment: TBD
· Written Assignment: Submit Final Term Paper

Appendix: Guidelines for the Final Term Paper   
Topic: You must choose a topic for your paper based on the content of the course; for example, you might choose a topic that addresses a violation of human rights; a violation of the UN charter by a member state; a violation of religious freedom; a violation of international, criminal or civil law.
Template: Your paper should be approximately 2000 words and should follow this template:
· Introduction: introduce your topic and relevant legal and historical background issues
· Identify and discuss as appropriate any specific provisions of international criminal law, international human rights law, or domestic human rights, criminal or constitutional law that may be in issue, including crimes, defenses, and other relevant law.
· Present the case for the criminal or civil liability of individuals or groups.
· Discuss practical obstacles (political, etc.) to legal resolution of criminal or civil liability.
· Summary and conclusion
Sources
· You must use at least 3 journalistic sources from this list: CNN, NBC, BBC, Fox News, Al Jazeera, Reuters, PBS Newshour, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Times, USA Today, The Atlantic, Mother Jones, Bloomberg News, or The Economist (any other journalistic source must be approved by the instructor)
· You must use at least 2 additional academic sources 
· Your sources must be referenced with endnotes.
· You may choose your citation format - but it must have endnotes referenced by superscript numbers.
· Endnotes do not count in page counts.
Timeline of Due Dates:  Here are the due dates regarding the research paper:
· July 19: submit a brief abstract of your topic
· July 31: submit the names of three journalistic sources and at least two academic sources and a brief summary of the information you got from each source
· August 7: complete your rough draft (you will not submit the rough draft; this is a deadline for you)
· August 21: submit your final draft
Note: You will lose points for bad grammar, misspellings, and sentences that don’t make sense. Please write carefully and check your work.

