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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course covers the history of Christianity from its beginnings until the outbreak of the Protestant Reformation in 1517. Emphasis is on the leading personalities, events, trends of thought, and institutions which shaped the church’s development during the early and medieval periods. Topics covered include the Jewish and Greco-Roman background; the apostolic and post-apostolic church; persecution under the Roman Empire; early heresies and ecumenical councils; the rise of the papacy and monasticism; the Christianization of Western Europe; Islam; medieval scholasticism and spirituality; the crusades; papal decline, and the beginning of reform movements. The course is ecumenical in orientation and designed to aide students in relating to representatives from the numerous and diverse Christian traditions. Students are encouraged to relate course content to their faith and ministry.

OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Identify the leading figures, events and trends of thought which shaped Christianity until the Protestant Reformation.

2. Articulate challenges early and medieval Christianity faced and the ways in which they responded to those challenges

3. Demonstrate a critical awareness of differing perspectives and approaches toward specific topics in church history. 

4. Relate the course content to their faith and ministry.

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION
1. Class participation/reflection papers (40%)

2. Midterm (20%)

3. Final (20%)

4. Book Report (20%)

This is a flipped class. Students will listen to lectures, do assigned readings and answer reflection questions each week as a basis for weekly class meetings. Students will get a class participation grade based on written reflections and class attendance. Late submissions and/or unexcused absences will reduce the class participation grade. Midterm and final exams will cover material in the lectures and required readings. The midterm covers Early Christianity and the final covers Medieval Christianity. Submission of a book review (written and oral) is also required. The professor will provide a guideline and suggested topics. Grades for the course will not be changed nor incompletes granted unless there are personal circumstances which made completion of course requirements impossible. Additional work submitted to improve grades after completion of the course will not be accepted.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a student passes off someone else's work as their own.  This can range from failing to cite an author for ideas incorporated into a student's paper, to cutting and pasting paragraphs from different websites, to handing in a paper downloaded from the Internet.  It also includes buying or submitting a paper written by a third party, including AI for which HJI has detection software.  All are considered forms of “plagiarism” and a violation of the Seminary’s academic integrity policy. The instructor has the option of having the student repeat or fail the assignment. In cases of serious or repeated violations, the instructor has the option of having the student fail the course or reporting the student to the Provost Office for disciplinary action. Possible disciplinary actions include probation, suspension or withdrawal. 

NETIQUETTE
When posting online or by email, you need to follow the same ethical standards and laws as you would in face-to-face communications. Your language should be respectful of faculty members and fellow students. Do not post private or confidential information about anyone, and do not provide personal information that could put yourself at risk. The Seminaries LMS has robust security measures to protect communication between teacher and student. Yet please be aware that anything that you post in discussions and groups in which other students participate can be retrieved by others and copied.

 
Do not download and share course materials without permission of the instructor, as this may violate copyright. UTS reserves the right to delete postings on UTS maintained sites that are considered insensitive, harassing or illegal. Language that is illegal, obscene, defamatory, threatening, infringing of intellectual property rights, invasive of privacy, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing abusive, hateful or embarrassing to any person or entity, or otherwise, is a violation of the Student Code

REQUIRED TEXT
Gonzalez, Justo. The Story of Christianity, vol. 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation. NY: Harper-Collins, 2010. ISBN-978-0-06-185588-7. $23.

OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Week 1
Course Introduction
(8/27)
PART I: EARLY CHRISTIANITY
Week 2
Greco-Roman Background
(9/3)

Req: Gonzalez, 19-23 
· Chapter 2: The Greco-Roman World 

Jewish Background
Req: Gonzalez, 13-19

· Chapter 2: Judaism in Palestine and Diaspora Judaism
Week 3
The Apostolic Church 
(9/10)

Req: Gonzalez, 25-39

· Chapter 3, “The Church in Jerusalem”

· Chapter 4, “Mission to the Gentiles”

The Post-Apostolic Church, 
Rec: Acts of the Apostles (recommended)

Week 4
Conflict with Greco-Roman Culture
(9/17)

Req: Gonzalez, 41-68

· Chapter 5, “First Conflicts with the State”

· Chapter 6, “Persecution in the Second Century”

Struggle with Heresy
Req: Gonzalez, 69-74

· Chapter 8: Gnosticism and Marcion 

Week 5
The Early Catholic Tradition
(9/24)

Req: Gonzalez, 75-96

· Chapter 8: “The Response: Canon, Creed and Apostolic Succession” and “The Ancient Catholic Church” 

· Chapter 9, “The Teachers of the Church”

Later Persecutions/Problem of the Lapsed
Req: Gonzalez, 97-104, 119-26, 173-79

· Chapter 10: ” Persecution under Septimus Severus and Under Decius and “The Question of the Lapsed: Cyprian and Novatian”
· Chapter 12: “The Great Persecution and Final Victory”

· Chapter 16: “The Schismatic Reaction: Donatism”

Week 6
The Constantinian Revolution
(10/1)

Req: Gonzalez, 131-42

· Chapter 13: “From Rome to Constantinople” and “From the Unconquered Sun to Jesus Christ” 

Nicene Orthodoxy
Req: Gonzalez, 181-92, 199-207

· Chapter 17, “The Arian Controversy and the Council of Nicea”

· Chapter 19, “Athanasius of Alexandria”

Week 7
Church Fathers in Tension with the Imperial Ideal
(10/8)

Req: Gonzalez, 219-52

· Chapter 21, “Ambrose of Milan”

· Chapter 22, “John Chrysostum”

· Chapter 23, “Jerome”

· Chapter 24, “Augustine of Hippo”

Midterm Review 

Week 8
Midterm Exam 
(10/15)
PART II: MEDIEVAL CHRISTIANITY
Week 9
The Fall of Rome and Rise of the Papacy
(10/22)

Req: Gonzalez, 269-77, 281-89

· Chapter 27: “The Germanic Kingdoms” and “The Papacy”
The Emergence of Monasticism
Req: Gonzalez, 157-72, 277-81

· Chapter 15: “The Monastic Reaction”
· Chapter 27: “Benedictine Monasticism” 
Week 10
Christological Conflicts
(10/29)

Req: Gonzalez, 295-309
· Chapter 28: “The Christological Debates to the Council of Chalcedon and Further Theological Debates”  
The Rise and Spread of Islam 
Req: Gonzalez, 289-93

· Chapter 27: “The Arab Conquests”
Week 11
The First Europe and Holy Roman Empire
(11/5)

Req: Gonzalez ,315-21

· Chapter 29: “Charlemagne’s Reign”  
Dark Ages and Movements of Renewal
Req: Gonzalez, 321-334

· Chapter 29: “New Invasions and Papal Decay” 

· Chapter 30: “Monastic Reform” 
Week 12
The Papal Monarchy
(11/12)

Req:  Gonzalez, 334-44, 363-68

· Chapter 30: “Canonical and Papal Reform” and “The Papacy and the Empire in Direct Confrontation” 
· Chapter 32: “One Flock Under One Shepherd”  
Medieval Scholasticism
Req: Gonzalez, 369-80

· Chapter 32: “Theological Activity: Scholasticism
Week 13
Medieval Spirituality
(11/19)

Req: Gonzalez, 333-34, 357-63

· Chapter 30: “Monastic Reform” (Cistercians) 

· Chapter 32: “The Mendicant Orders”  
The Crusades
Req: Gonzalez, 345-56

· Chapter 31, “The Offensive Against Islam”

Week 14
Collapse of the Papacy,
(12/3)

Req: Gonzalez, 393-406, 441-45

· Chapter 44: “The Papacy Under the Shadow of France” and “The Great Western Schism” 

· Chapter 35: “The Popes of the Renaissance

In Quest of Reformation
Req: Gonzalez 405-22; 

· Chapter 34: “The Conciliar Movement, John Wycliffe and John Huss” 

Week 15
Book Reports
(12/10)

 

Final Exam Review
12/17

Final Exam
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ONLINE COURSES
Lanier, W. Mark. “Church History” 30 videos. 

http://lessons.biblical-literacy.org/lessons/church-history/
Reeves, Ryan. “Early and Medieval Church History.” 54 videos. https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRgREWf4NFWZEd86aVEpQ7B3YxXPhUEf-
COURSE RUBRIC

	Course Outcomes
	Novice
	Progressing
	Mastery
	Exceptional
	Assessment Methods

	Identify the leading figures, events, trends of thought and traditions which shaped Christianity until the Protestant Reformation
	Able to identify 25-50 percent of the leading figures, events,  trends of thought and traditions which shaped Christianity until the Protestant Reformation; 
	Able to identify 50-80 percent of the leading figures, events,  trends of thought and traditions which shaped Christianity until the Protestant Reformation; some sense of their interrelatedness
	Able to identify nearly all of the leading figures, events,  trends of thought and traditions which shaped Christianity until the Protestant Reformation; a good sense of their interrelatedness
	Able to identify nearly all of the leading figures, events,  trends of thought and traditions which shaped Christianity until the Protestant Reformation; an understanding of how they interrelate and impact the contemporary church
	Midterm exam; 
Final exam

	Articulate  challenges that early and medieval  Christianity faced and the ways in which they responded to those challenges
	Able to articulate in general terms challenges the Church faced 
	Able to articulate in general terms challenges the Church faced and how Christians responded to those challenges
	Able to articulate a variety of specific instances of challenges the Church faced and how Christians responded to those challenges
	Able to articulate a variety of specific instances challenges the Church faced and demonstrate an ability to critically analyze and assess the a spectrum of responses
	Midterm exam; reflection papers;
Final exam

	Demonstrate a critical awareness of differing perspectives and approaches toward specific topics in early and medieval church history
	Able to describe at least one perspective and approach to early and medieval church history that differs from one’s own.
	Able to describe 2-3 perspectives and approaches to early and medieval church history that differ from one’s own
	Able to describe and appreciate 2-3 perspectives and approaches to early and medieval church history that differ from one’s own; able to articulate their strengths and weaknesses
	Able to describe and appreciate 2-3 perspectives and approaches to early and medieval church history, express their strengths and weaknesses, and connect them to the contemporary church
	Midterm exam; reflection papers;
Final exam

	Relate the course content to their faith and ministry
	Able to relate the course to at least one area of their faith or ministry 
	Able to relate the course to 2-3 areas of  their faith and ministry 
	Able to relate the course to 3 or more areas of their faith and ministry in analytical terms
	Able to relate the course to 3 or more areas their faith and ministry in analytical terms and apply the analysis to issues in the contemporary church and society
	Midterm exam; reflection papers;
Final exam


3

